
"Bio S\sTiri±y Vno \Oved^Dio Citv
A Development of the
"Big Brother" Move¬
ment in Which Mrs.
William K. Vanderbilt
and Other Prominent
New York Women
Are interested

rj~lJli'< Big Sister Organization" is
§ "a movement to enlist your per-

sotial interest in behalf of unfor¬
tunate girls (particularly those coming before
liie children's court), and also small children »

brought before the court because of improper
guardiansht p."

Concisely put, this is the platform of a

movement begun some six months ago by
.M> '. William K. Vjaiidcrbilt, who for a num¬

ber of years has been devoting a great deal
of her attention to welfare '.Lork, including
the erection of large blocks of flats, especially
tldapted to the needs of tuberculosis sufferers.

Associated with Mrs. Vanderbdt arc

tome of the foremost WKtmen of New York.

\4nd they have beet) giving not only money,
but their ow>i time and attention, to putting
the title of their organization into actual prac¬
tice. A nwst significant sign of the times it
is, whcfi the sex that hut a feto years ago Kbits
Kcont to shun the erring as if they had been
lepers is noiv willing to go into the liitmblest
of homes to reclaim the ones who are going
astray.

Eminently successful is the work, too,
because its practicability has been proved by
a similar organization.the Big Brother
Wlovcment.which is noiv being conducted in
more than half a hundred of the largest cities
i i the nätton....

.\ EVER sir.ee the Big nrother MovementLi founded, hlimit seven years ago. it has be
J_j : lived closi ly by Mrs. Vai -t> wh

herself often lit tended the children's court, <

tending mo, in the quietest manner, to many ,ui i
fort i! a to.

ntly. she determined tbat the best nia
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"Jt Is not unusual for the girls to become greatly
attached to the Hlg Sisters, ana wo have any number
of touching letters from those who have been er.uhlcd
to heoomo self-respecting anil self-supporting.

"In the great mujorlty of cases, we find, the girls
ere not naturally wicked; they havo simply been the
victims of wayward associates. Once they are broughtto see where they are heading, nnd receive personal
comfort and encouragement, the whole course of their
lives is changed.

"We feel. Indeed, that we car. work most effectivelywith the girls under 15, who ore brought to the chil¬
dren's court While we have no :igc limit, most of
our efforts are concentrated on them. Occasionally,
other young women are referred to us. and wo
endeavor to do the best we caii for them; but, in the
lonp run, the surest method of securing lasting re¬
forms ts to beulp before the damage hns been too
great to tie Irreparable."

In nil this work. It Is the personal element that
counts most. With the girls as with the boy*, sym¬pathy is the most effectual ally of self-help. What
the l.tig Brother Movement has already accomplishedhas demonstrated this. Between April I, Ijillj and
March 3), 1912, there were StT u., r. who looked after
one or more boya. As a result. 211 youths were pi iced
In good positions. 309 were aeht to summer camps,
nt.d 11 needy ones were placed In homes in the coun-

All told. D3T6 rases were handled, with a total of
2023 Investigations, This Is the result if the move¬
ment started seven years ncn by Earnest K. Coulter,
then a clerk In the children'B court, and later a inem-
het of the law firm of Coulter, Bond ,v McKlhncy.Frorh the start the movement attracted the sup¬
port of some of the most Influential men of New York,

and at present the officers arc: President. Franklin
''. Host, of tile Children's court; vice presidents.
Luther H. Lewie and Robert L Oerry; chairman of
executive committee, Earnest L Cotiiteri secretary,
Charles a Tausslg; treasurer; Francis .1. Dnnfqrth:
directors, the Rev. Wilton Merle Smtth. IX D., Louis
lie F. Downer, .1 Väti neuron Mitchell. Nicholas Daii-
forth. Walter T. i'i.ick, Charles U Inslee, C, Robert
Langehbacher, .1. Beaumont Spencor, Charles F.
Povvlison. llornre H. Shoemaker. William B Ota 6d
Field, Frank W. Pearsall, .lohn 11. Prall ami Peter 6.

I "<. rry.
What stands out above ail other trlr.gs In con¬

nection with' the movement Is the record of efficiency
ns measured by the small number of relapses on thepart of those who have been taken in charge by the
Big Brothers. During the entire year en.ling Octo¬
ber 1. 18-11, there were but an out of the 2155 boyswho had been cared for who were returned to theChildren's court. This is n percentage of 36 on the
reform side of the ledger.

S3.84 SAVES A LAD
And this is accomplished at an average expendl-

r. Of $3.St for ea !¦ 1 iO} aided. For this amount, perindividual, thre. bo; s' clubs are maintained in tho
winter months, with more than fifty members each;
several summer camp are conducted, to which are
sent mnr,- than youthsi ah office 1/ maintained, to
which over 12"ä hoys ill, voluntarily, for guidance,
in n twelvemonth; a court inspection service Is pro¬vided, and temp' rary nanclal assistance is granted
when necessary.

tTrtainlv then lie no lack of economy chargedngninst the Big Broth. 1 management.
Vet, Of course, large amount ,.f the service is

performed Individually by those enrolled as Big
Brothers. One man. It, particular, has had as many as
ninety boys under his care at n time, with only the
partial assistance of a friend. He earns his living,
too: but he loves the work for boys above all other
things, and IS never so happy äs when entertaining a
crowd of youngsters.

In a great many rnsrn, ihc employment pror>lein
Is Hint which ihost demands nttentlon. And, accord¬
ing to the court investigator. Mr. parsons, it l* often
s, K'ed b> ii'n good common sense of the averagebusiness man.

"The hoy himself is the main thing, from the way
most of them regard the situation," said Mr Parsons,
recently. Trey want bright, active, ambitious
young fellows, and the lad himself ts hi* best rec¬
ommendation If be fills their requirements The past
is never as much a consideration as the present, and
they seldom have cause to regret their Judgments.

.What Is better than recommendttton« p. r tps,
Is the fact thai the boys are constantly being stimu¬
late 1 to do their best. Not only do they hnv,. the
friendship of their Hlg Brothers, but thev become In¬
terested in the clubs that are maintained for them.
There is a club night once a week, gymnasium
classes and the like.

"Again, for such boys as cannot be cared for else¬
where, we have a farm at Stockton, on the Delaware
river, near Trenton. N. I A complete change of
environment, good noilsillg and healthy food will work
wonder, with youngsli - Who would seem hopeless
while under the Influence of their city associations.

"in fact, we cot the farm as tho result of the
efforts of one of our Big Brothers to reform a lad
whom we will ..-.it Hill He was a wild one. at first;
h.- lived in Hell's Kitchen,1' whore It la right to steal,but a sin to be caught When he came Into court he
was hardened to bis fate. Hut a Big Brother was
assigned to hi:- case, and seemed « make some
progress, lie took care of Hill e\eiy Sunday from D
A. M to 7 r. M Vet one day a week war plain!.'' not
enough, and Thursday evening was added to Bill's
civilized itinerary. It helped a lot. And as Bill was

from 'Hell's Kit, Hen;' The problem was solved when
n friend of the general secretary gave, us the ::,and other friends looked to the furnishing? One ofthem ga\e (1000 for -one horses, cows, pigs andchicken.- to put on it. Another added $ too.) to provide

SUGGESTIONS TO BIG SISTERS
Don't patronize. You may know more about virtue, but

i!i* girt I» probably » better expert on tomjitatlon.
(jll on the xlrl In brr home. Y iu inl ot r-1« r into real

sympathy with iier until you know the life the live*.Ihr nlr she breathes.

r;n ari|itainted with ln-r father nml mother. The battle
la half won when you have gained the confidence of
the parents. Hy coming tn know the family you can
often «how thrm tiow to help the girl, and you can
help th'.in, too.

!>fr what ran be done to Improve home ¦ondltlona. The
lark of r'.ii home life lb generally the cause of the
glrl'a trouble.

If lue «Irl 1« liol In m-honl or ill work, the llr«t thin* to
do Is in get her buck Into school. If i»<»i»»lhlr. A Big
Slater can do wonders in arousing a glrl'a ambition.
If the family needs her help, gtt htr a position In
good surroundings.

1 ind Olli where the clrl spends her evrnlng«. Merl of
them upend them In the street. It 1» your business
to provide ,i r>rtt»r place.more attractive, not to jrou,
but to the girl.

He |nlrrr»t«v| In » rdrl » lntrre»t». Take her to a onccerl

or to a »oed, clear. >hi». Try to eneon: »«e tt-.e habitOf r'udinK. jive or loan her a took or ma.rarlne.
Wlirn von ha\e learned to know- the elrl. Iiam her Join *

church nr m-ttlnnent flub, or ph,re brr tn a Y. W.
C, A eduraUfuiul rliw. Find ou' wh-ther ehe attends
Sunday school or cbarch, »nl take her with you to

Inrlte her tn yonr own home. and make h'r feel thatIba I« nelronio. It will perhaps be a new ravalatlon.>f "home" to her

Get her to write to you nnce tn a while, and alwaya
er. »-*-er promptly.

If yon ure en »v from te.wn ilurlnr the summer, keep |n
h with her ar.d in that ahe ceta a. few weeks'

vacation In the country.
Almr all remember that you are a nie. BISTCB, andbe patient, rympathetle and tactful.

Do It NOW. Now la the critical time when the gtrl needs
help.

If yon believe that a »Irl unaided Cannot alwaya over¬
come the tendency of ur.fortunat* t-n\tronmer.ta, or bohappy an>5 food without the thlnrs which make forhapplnree and goodnrta, you concur In the Blc Flatar
platform.

Juat one thin; more. D'aae report oceaatonally the con¬dition and progreaa of the (Irl or family under yourruldance.

for a well, R topographical survey that may be theforerunner of a manual training school, and the llko."
It was on April 21, 1911. that the first boy went tothe farm. In the person of Bill. A capablo superin¬tendent, In the person of Edward MarDonald. a grad¬

uate at Good Will Farm, Hlnckley, Me., was secured,
l ot. et en tvlth his salary and that of a farmer, the
coat of maintaining twenty boys at the place for one
year does not exceed $6000. For $175 one lad can be
assured of a comfortable home for a twelvemonth.

F t the city boys the several summer camps afford
Ideal outings, and the good they 1o may he Inferred
from the fact that the lads gain from three to sixteen
pounds during thetr outings of from two to eight weeks.
The principal ramps are at Oroton, Mass, and In Dela-

BOUT fifty years hence, when politicsshall have (aken oh aspects hone of tis
living today «Iure forecast, there may be
:i convention in Chicago, 111., <»r Wichita,Ivmi., or Buffalo, X. Y., or time oilier vflsl metrope--Iis öf thai new era, at which a groat, despairingleader will hriae rind cry out:

"Shall this powerful nation, with its 300,-000,00t) lit' people; f|iinil hefhre its nm-it-nt destinynhd bow tK.qriocracy:'s proud 11^:,¦ to the effetebinds of Europe hy abandoning its traditional loy¬alty tu the gold standard in favor of this rare andunprocurable medium of exchange, platinum J l-
our immense re.iervo of gold* tri«- Worshipedwealth nf ihe ages, nothing innre than pitifuldross? Khali via ruin our gold mining industry inorder llptt the most treasured, most duel tie, mostbeautiful of metals shall he arbitrarily reduced totiie shameful office of making parw tri wash thesiippee dish, - in

Which, allowing for oratorical hyperbole, isprecisely what wc may possiblj
common, und platinuin shouldless rrtro than i' tiowi

basis and for Mil;. oho rtuison in the world besides
lie so ran- that gold \- dro< it by comparison. Ast'.ii- intrinsic merit-, gold never had unj notablesuperiority over metals infinitely more-obtainable;i.'.it tlie only time iron money was minted wasW'heh "Id r^yeiirgiis, in Sparta, used it with thedel Iterate purpose oi destroying tin' value of nil
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platinum as a background or bedding for diamond or
pi rl; but a I,, h. reason I* that, like the cowrie
hellt the early s." iitea used as cash, it Is somewhat

hard in Ret nnd, Ihorcforb, much more oM>ensivo.
It la nlwayi been bard to got" but thero have

bun limes, at:,! they only n few years ago, when
>. .I'll an.I beaut j \\ 0,1,1 have been Insulted by tho
-Hi .¦ rompleti hol aoj In platinum; such an now
only the v.. iithieat .a the millionaires would dream
of assembling fni bible.

Hub:' ib. in,,ii., of today** bride would havo
p.id when she. Inspected tlm presents twenty-five
¦. ., "PH. ,. didn't sand me some good.
hem- t tin I .¦ ins pans and enffe,, pots. The metal

jjöh A
would have cost nearly as much,''

A dozen years ago.and these are official figures-no morn than 100 ,;!... troy of platinum weromined In the United States; and nearly ail the restof the world's supply came from the rial mountains,in Ituefln, a.- it does still. |t was worth the paltryBum "i $2500 litiii more than $v, an ounce, and that
ni a time when Its importance In electricity for the
manu fact uro of Incandescent bulbs was fully
apprei i.i 11 .!.

Hut in te how craftily everything that can possiblybe. "Hu moncv is studied throughout the world.
Russia, potentially rich in it:; practical monopoly of
thi rare metal, had already begun to mint in plat¬inum in a special foiai of coinage, ivhlch called forhigh values in small Weight and compass. Weight forweight, thii value of those coins was midway between
those in silver .¦.:'.! gold, i very useful compromise for

¦ ruble coin, which, worth »2.55Vi
would be a cumbersome cart-

than a lösäble dime |p gold.orili ihn about one-fourth Its
coin betWech a quarter and a

fa I tender value slightly above
i it; r< latlon between bulk and

small pieces, III'.
In American m

wheel ill KlP e:

But the platlni
weight In gold,
half do! la i. wll
$2,60--jolmösi Id
purchasing power.

Any one today who happens to have five rubles In
platinum, minted on the basis of ten or fifteen years
apo, po.-m'ske; an Intrinsic cash asset of about $33.
The Inereasi has beeii nearly. 001) per cent- Oold how
is worth $20 to $31 per ounce troy; platinum is quoted
al $5(5 lo ».'.." per ounce, almost three times as much.

Yet the world's output has multiplied in directproportion to the enhancement of tin: value, a remark¬
able phenomenon, and in surprising defiance of the
rule that increased quantities are attended by lessened
values Itussiii hasn't done It; no trust has oporatcd
the change; no machinations of greed have pushed
platinum's price a single notch higher during Its'bricf
history of P iping values. It Is oil the sound, unfail¬
ing basis of ui>pi> ami demand, with the demand
steadily so far abend of the increased supply that
Hie clamoring world Is willing to pay always higher
rates to gel Us coveted slender quoin.

In the United States nlone. as estimated by leading
jewelers, we now use 5000 ounces for ornaments

formerly made exclusively of gold; and only conjec¬
ture in surmise how much greater 1? the utilizationof the neivly precious metal In the manufacture ofIncandescent lamps and riiclblcs for laboratory
p Irpbses, where It Is employed extensively because ofIts Immunity against nclds.

Of course, no monetary expert would dream of see-
ing a platinum standard of coinage under existingconditions, notwithstanding shrewd Russia's promptemployment of the output of its own mines for that
very use. The drawback is platinum's relative
scarcity; It takes now more than }>'..''..,000 in gold
for the specie circulation of the United states alone,and all the platinum mined In the world wouldn't let
our millionaires have more than a small pocket-
plecc each to play with, if this country were to make
It (he standard medium of exchange. But the
astounding rise In its Intrinsic value, combined with
the fnct that it Is indispensable In so Important an
industry as electric lighting, may bring about explo¬
ration., for deposits, and Improvements in methods of
extraction, which, combined, could possibly furnish
volume enough to meet the exigencies of the world's

IDEAL FOR DIAMONDS
Me.,nwliiie, jewelry has been absolutely dominated

by the phi I Id stranger, tirst. because it in now so valu¬
able, and. hext, bei aus,, goldsmiths, who are artists,
after all. have found In platinum their ideal framing
for the diamond,'king of gems. Two-thirds of all the
more pretentious diamond settings now manufactured
in the United States are In pure platinum; and gold, In
that supremely important Held, is now nearly as neg¬
lected as silver. The jewelers' reason Is that the dia¬
mond calls for » neutral-color background to set forthIts brilliancy to perfection. Years ago that one con¬
sideration led to the extensive use of silver in pref-
erehi e to gold for diamond settings. Hut it was found
that silver would Insist on tarnishing, and at length
goid. undesirable as it was. became the main de¬
pendence of the craft.

It you will go to Europe and study the platinum
jewelry put out there yon will find that it tarnishes
almost like the old silver, which antiquarians treasure
as examples of the period when art discarded more
value for the sake oi securing a white background for
the prbtld diamond. That is beeause the fulled States
Is the only country which demands Its platinum at Its
best, free from the alloys v'hleh, In European hands,
debase the platinum seitings until they afford no
guarantee of giving the perfect service their use de¬
mands of them.


